Medical decision support via the internet: PROforma and Solo.
This paper describes the development and application of an integrated technology to support the authoring of intelligent medical knowledge services, such as decision and guideline support, and disseminate them over the Internet. Decision support and guideline enactment are provided by the PROforma technology which is described in detail elsewhere. Solo is a communications infrastructure that supports the delivery of PROforma services over the Internet using a web browser. The PROforma-Solo technology brings together techniques from knowledge engineering and artificial intelligence with software engineering and the Internet to flexibly support decision making and patient management at the point of care. A variety of clinical applications have been implemented and are briefly described.